
Stances on Implementing 
Virtual Trials

Virtual trials—clinical research where patients can participate from the comfort of their 
own home—are an emerging field that researchers hope will make patient recruitment 
faster, improve patient retention, and provide researchers with data in real time. ISR 
recently asked site start up experts about their company’s stance on virtual trials.

“What is your organization’s stance on “virtual” trials? These are trials in which patients 
participate from home rather than in a clinical setting using technologies such as apps, 
monitoring devices, and online platforms. These are also called “decentralized” or “site-less” 
trials.” (n=123)
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54%
We have not considered

running virtual trials

20%
We are in the process of evaluating

the use of virtual trials

4%

We have evaluated virtual
trials and deemed they are not
a good fit for our company for

the foreseeable future

7%

We have evaluated virtual trials and
deemed they are not a good fit for

our company right now but we will
reassess in the next 1-2 years

11%
We have evaluated virtual trials

and are currently in the planning
and/or implementation phase

3%We currently run virtual trials
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